Sandwich terns, Sterna sandvicensis, often nest in association with black-headed gulls, Larus ridibundus. The gulls provide protection against predators, but can also adversely affect the terns' reproductive success through predation and piracy of fish. To test whether leading the chicks away from the nest site is an evasive strategy used by the parents to reduce the incidence of robbery by the gulls, we kept one group of Sandwich tern chicks at their original breeding site, while, with a wire-netting enclosure, we moved another group away from the gulls. The rate of kleptoparasitism was greatly reduced when the tern chicks were moved away from the original nest site, resulting in faster growth and earlier fledging. The rate of food parasitism and chick condition were affected only during the first 5 days of the experiment. After that, the rate of kleptoparasitism no longer differed between chicks that we moved away and those remaining in the colony. A second shift of the chicks again led to less kleptoparasitism and better chick condition. In line with these findings, the condition of free-living chicks that were lured away from their nesting site by their parents also improved. In particular, chicks initially in poor condition, which apparently suffered from high rates of kleptoparasitism, left the colony site. Free-living chicks are often lured away from the robbing gulls. However, not all subcolonies provided suitable escape routes and subsequently chicks in such subcolonies suffered from high mortality rates.
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Kleptoparasitism, the stealing of already-procured food by other conspecific or heterospecific individuals, is widespread among birds (Brockmann & Barnard 1979) . It often occurs among seabirds as they are generally colonial nesters and also highly aggregated when foraging (Furness 1987) . Terns are especially vulnerable to kleptoparasitism. In contrast to many gulls, the majority of tern species do not swallow the fish after catching it but hold it visible in the bill when transporting it to the colony. Many studies report that terns are victims of kleptoparasitic behaviour of gulls or other terns (e.g. Hopkins & Wiley 1972; Hatch 1975; Hulsman 1976; Taylor 1979) . Birds have adopted several behavioural strategies to reduce food loss through kleptoparasitism (Barnard 1984) , such as retaliation or evasion. They may also tolerate losses or compensate for them by increasing their foraging effort. Evasion, the avoidance of attacks, is probably the most frequent strategy adopted and includes faster handling of prey, shifting the diet, synchronizing feeding activities and increasing the distance from the pirates (Amat 1990). To our knowledge these behavioural strategies have not yet been reported for terns.
Sandwich terns, Sterna sandvicensis, almost exclusively breed together with other tern species or close to gulls (e.g. Ansingh et al. 1960; Langham 1974; Gorke 1990; Fasola & Canova 1992; Yorio & Quintana 1997) . In The Netherlands they always breed in association with blackheaded gulls, Larus ridibundus (review in Veen 1977) . By seeking the proximity of the gulls, the terns benefit from the aggressive antipredator behaviour of their neighbours. Gulls actively chase away avian predators and act as a buffer against ground predators (Veen 1977) . However, breeding together with black-headed gulls also involves disadvantages for the terns. The gulls themselves are important predators of tern eggs and chicks, and steal fish the parents bring to their chicks (Lind 1963; Fuchs 1977a, b; Veen 1977; Gorke 1990; Ratcliffe et al. 1997) . It is generally assumed that the advantages of associative nesting outweigh the disadvantages (Lind 1963; Veen 1977) . This assumption, however, is based mainly on findings during incubation and the onset of the chickrearing period, whereas the advantages of associative nesting become less important with increasing age of the chicks. The main chick predators (black-headed gull,
